Lesson Four; The Present Tense Verb 
[estes Jl] 


PED Hs o At A - 
The present tense verb (& jens! Jai!) describes actions or events that are 


ongoing.!5 Present tense verbs are conjugated using prefixes and suffixes. 


PRINCIPLE ONE 

E o 
The pattern Jei (be does) is used as a model for the active voice of the 
present tense verb. Depending on the particular conjugation, one of four 


letters (ya^, ta’, nun, ot hamzah) is always prefixed to the three base letters 


(table 4.1). 


PRINCIPLE TWO 

The active voice of the present tense verb is conjugated by adding 
designated letters to the end of the verb. Like the past tense, these 
conjugations reflect three aspects of the verb’s subject: person, gender, 
and plurality. Carefully study sable 4.7, noting the differences between the 


various conjugations. 


PRINCIPLE THREE 

The present tense verb may express either the active or the passive voice. 
The pattern for the passive voice of the present tense verb is formed from 
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a 


dammah and (2) changing the voweling of the second to last letter to a 


fathah.'6 Thus Ja (he does) becomes Jä (ct is being done). 


15 The present tense verb includes both the continuous present tense (e.g., he is doing) and the 
habitual present tense (e.g., he does). 
16 This second step is only necessary if the active voice of the present tense verb has a dammah ot a 


kasrah on its second to last letter. Such patterns are covered in Lesson Sixteen. 
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PRINCIPLE FOUR 

The designated suffixes used for the active voice of the present tense verb 
are also used for the passive voice. Howevet, the conjugations of the 
passive voice reflect the person, gender, and plurality of the object, and 
not the subject, of the verb. Table 4.2 illustrates both active and passive 


conjugations of the present tense verb. 


PRINCIPLE FIVE 

Placing the word “ Y " before both the active and the passive voice 
conjugations negates the present tense verb (table 4.2). For example, “jas (he 
does) becomes “jas y (he does not do), and dei (it is being done) becomes 
dei y (it is not being done). 


PRINCIPLE SIX 

The present tense verb may also describe a future event or action.!” For 
example, “jas may be translated as, “he will do.” Placing either the letter 
“ow” or the word “ O'y ” before active and passive voice conjugations 
of the present tense verb explicitly indicates future meaning (sable 4.3). For 
example, fom and deii QS are both translated as, “he will do.” 


ESSENTIAL NOTE 
The conjugations of the present tense verb must be memorized (able 4.2) 


before moving to the next lesson. 


ae oan 
17 Throughout this book, € el ja has been translated as “the present tense verb.” More 
accurately, however, this Arabic term refers to the imperfect tense. Imperfect implies that the 
actions referred to are not yet complete. Thus, it includes both the present tense, “he does,” 


and the future tense, “he will do.” 
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TABLE 4.1 


CONJUGATING THE PRESENT TENSE VERB 


PERSON ACTIVE 
GENDER & PLURALITY SUFFIX BASE PREEDE VOICE 
A o 
t " ,t 
3rd Masculine | Singular de + cS > pee 
He/It (S/M) does 
^ o 
* € LJ ar 
3rd Masculine Dual Q | + be + CS > o» 
They (D/M) do 
^ A o 
a 2917 Ye 
3rd Masculine Plural Q 3 + be + cS > OQ PUT 
They (P/M) do 
A o 
ut m g 
3rd Feminine | Singular be + co c» ares 
She/It (S/F) does 
^ o 
. e 
3rd Feminine | Dual öl + be + co E Spiers 
They (D/F) do 
o o 
» di d è a 
3rd Feminine | Plural Öö + de + LS c» clay 
They (P/F) do 
A o 
t x a 
2nd Masculine | Singular de + co c» Bor 
You (S/M) do 
Ld o 
. LORS 
2nd Masculine Dual Q | + Je + E > o» 
You (D/M) do 
^ A o 
a 1917 63 
2nd Masculine Plural Q 3 + be + Co > O glad 
You (P/M) do 
o 
Par wg.» PS A 
2nd Feminine | Singular oR + be + os) > ener: 
You (S/F) do 
^ o 
. Ed 
2nd || Feminine | Dual öl + be + co p o» 
You (D/F) do 
o o 
^ "- m. rs e. 
2nd Feminine | Plural QÓ + de + co c» pu 
You (P/F) do 
3 og 
Masculine . s T de | 
1st and Singular de + | c» Je 
Feminine 
Ido 
A o 
Masculine . FC Ve 
1st and Plural Je? + | c» Jes 
Feminine 
We do 
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural 
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TABLE 4.2 


THE PRESENT TENSE VERB 


PASSIVE VOICE 
NEGATION 


ACTIVE VOICE 
NEGATION 


PASSIVE VOICE 


ACTIVE VOICE 


E 
-°A y 


He/It (S/M) is not being done 


A o 
ah es y 


He/It (S/M) does not do 


He/It (S/M) is being done 


7 47 
v 


He/It (S/M) does 


e 255 
Sp ETN y 


They (D/M) are not being done 


oW Y 


They (D/M) do not do 


* d 25 
Oats 
a 


They (D/M) are being done 


^ o 
. pid 
oun 


They (D/M) do 


Og 
O glee Y 


They (P/M) are not being done 


^ Boo 
ae E ye 
O glee Y 


They (P/M) do not do 


A 9 8 
O glee, 


They (P/M) are being done 


^ A o 


They (P/M) do 


E 
"E N 


She/It (S/F) is not being done 


A o 
R N 


She/It (S/F) does not do 


3 
RR 


She/It (S/F) is being done 


eer 


She/It (S/F) does 


Eq. 
Oras Y 


They (D/F) are not being done 


oval Y 


They (D/F) do not do 


ee "E 
Spier’ 
a 


They (D/F) are being done 


Pd ° 
oS 
ad 


They (D/F) do 


^ "PNE N 


"They (P/F) ate not being done 


o o 
^ 7 47 
. 
" 


They (P/F) do not do 


They (P/F) ate being done 


They (P/F) do 


E 
"E N 


You (S/M) are not being done 


A o 
» Pied N 


You (S/M) do not do 


3 
° g 


You (S/M) are being done 


AH o 


You (S/M) do 


Eq. 
Oras Y 


You (D/M) are not being done 


ES 


You (D/M) do not do 


Ei. "E 
Spier’ 
a 


You (D/M) are being done 


Pd o 
oS 
rad 


You (D/M) do 


A 
- 9 que p 2 y 
You (P/M) are not being done 
^ Oye = 2 y 
U "nz 


You (S/F) are not being done 


^ A o 
$9 baa y 
You (P/M) do not do 
o 
9 gv FS y 
Ow 


You (S/F) do not do 


are 
O glass 


You (P/M) are being done 


o 
407. 
. 
"^ 


You (S/F) are being done 


^ A o 


"^ 


You (S/F) do 


eir d 
Oras Y 


You (D/F) are not being done 


E 


You (D/F) do not do 


pA "E. 
Spier’ 
a 


You (D/F) are being done 


Pd o 
oS 
a 


You (D/F) do 


^ "NE N 


You (P/F) are not being done 


o o 
^ dii 4 
. 


You (P/F) do not do 


o o 


^ - A 


You (P/F) are being done 


o o 


You (P/F) do 


aly 


bal y 


E oj 
^. 
bs! 


3 oz 
^. 
be! 


Iam not being done I do not do Iam being done Ido 
"at N “LEY rege. E 
We are not being done We do not do We are being done We do 
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural 
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TABLE 4.3 
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THE FUTURE TENSE 
PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE 
TUEUR FUTURE FUTURE FUTURE 
«07 qu IM ME f eds f etus 


I IM will be done 


Beni GEM will do 


He/It (S/M) will be done 


He/It (S/M) will do 


+O 7 


They (D/M) will be done 


They (D/M) will do 


n 4 PED 
VU TM 
A 


They (D/M) will be done 


^ o 
d LA 
b v 


They (D/M) will do 


They (P/M) will be done 


^ A o 
.9 LO E REEL A 


They (P/M) will do 


^ A o 


They (P/M) will be done 


"4 A o 


They (P/M) will do 


o 


boot dre icy 
JS 2 pe 


et I will be done 


o 


3 
aN NRL lato ate 
pte 


SE (S/F) will do 


3 


^ ze A^ 


She/It (S/F) will be done 


Ld 
| 2 


She/It (S/F) will do 


oO 7 


T E /F) will be done 


«07 


They (D/F) will do 


y d PED 
Ox ALAS 
Pad 


They (D/F) will be done 


d o 
i Ld oe 
OM AL 
a 


They (D/F) will do 


10:3. 


They (P/F) will be done 


o o 
LAMP 
"AAA 4 9 

n » 


They (P/F) will do 


o o 


They (P/F) will be done 


o o 


They (P/F) will do 


o 


DL T 
JS S 


You eld. will be done 


o 


Ae ut ida 
prt A gw 


You E M) will do 


3 


^ " A^ 


You (S/M) will be done 


4 a.u 
| 2 


You (S/M) will do 


«07 


You (D/M) will be done 


+O 4 


US ye 


You (D/M) will do 


a ^ "s ay 
OM ALAS 


You (D/M) will be done 


^ o 
N a“ yar 
OS AL 
"d 


You (D/M) will do 


^ A o 
mJ "4497 


You (P/ a will be done 


.2 A My 


You I will be done 


^ A o 
.9 A ael ESTA 


You I M) will do 


oS e n 


You sp will do 


^ A o 


2,9007. 
O gni 


You (P/M) will be done 


o 
^07, 
H - 

"^ 


You (S/F) will be done 


^ A o 


"^ 


You (S/F) will do 


DA iru 


You (DE will be done 


ood CY, 


You E /F) will do 


a 7 PE 
OM att 
a 


You (D/F) will be done 


T^ o 
x Ld 4 “7 
Oat 
a 


You (D/F) will do 


aes 


hot 


You (P/F) will be done 


2 


4 co 


You (P/F) will do 


o 
LED 
" | 2t 


You (P/F) will be done 


o o 


You (P/F) will do 


JS y 


CI Sy 


3 Pe 
pel. 


3 ps 
pol. 


I will be done I will do I will be done I will do 
3a o A o A o E o 
DR à ^ .07 7407 Oe ^. 4 
We will be done We will do We will be done We will do 
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural 


